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surprise us once, and they won't have to do it again.
An hour in possession here is as much as they
need/'
"Father Herman had more," said I.
"True, Benedict," said Palin: "but the great
probability is that when he was here he'd only his
share of the clue. Besides, the swab was alone, and
if there's work to be done, I guess it's a two-men job/'
He frowned upon his champagne. " Xo, no. We
must not be surprised. It might affect my palate—
and you've still got twenty-two dozen of this in-
comparable wine. Oh, and the brandy/' He raised
his eyes to heaven. " Sarem showed me the cellars
this afternoon/'
I saw Hubert glance at his watch.
"Too late now/' said Palin. "If any patrol's
to go out, it must go out at dusk. But I think we
can sleep sound to-night. After ail, they've got to
get going, and yesterday all but the Count had a
tiring day. And I doubt if Punter has reported.
In fact, if they feel they must have him, I think it
more than likely they'll have to round him up. He's
probably lying abed at some village inn."
For all that, when dinner was done, while Olivia
and Palin continued their fight with the cryptogram,
Hubert and I paced to and fro on the ramparts,
searching the night for the glow of a distant headlight
or the sudden gleam of a torch.
At eleven my lady joined us, but Palin went to the
piano and played and sang: and I shall always re-
member strolling there in the darkness, with my wife's
slim arm upon mine and Palin's melody leaping
against the lisp of the fall. All our surroundings
were gone; Sorcerer Night had melted them into an
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